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Table LAND 3-10.

Summary of Flow-related Emergency Incidents in the Vicinity of the MFP. 

	Date
	Location
	Incident Summary
	Action

	May 30, 1994
	Middle Fork American River near Mammoth Bar
	A young girl was trapped on a rock in the middle of the river when water levels in the river began to rise due to releases from Oxbow Powerhouse.  The girl was rescued safely by an adult, but he was injured when he attempted to get out of the water.  He suffered a concussion, head gash, and various scraps.  He was taken to the hospital.  No emergency responders were contacted.  Based on flow records, the river rose 2.77 feet in a two hour period.  
	The area is managed by California State Parks and patrolled by state park rangers.  PCWA has no authority to install additional signs in this area without their permission.  PCWA recommended that California State Parks consider installing an additional sign at the entrance to the Mammoth Bar Recreation Area to warn the public that the water flow and elevation can increase considerably.  

	May 15, 1999
	Middle Fork American River just downstream of Middle Fork Interbay Dam
	There are two ways to access this reach of river: (1) by a stairway located 200 feet downstream of the dam’s right abutment that ends at an old concrete weir, and (2) by a short ladder and long stairway located at the left abutment of the dam.  A sign warning that water may be discharged at any time was located on the stairs near the concrete weir.  

On May 15, 1999, four people (one adult and three minors) descended down to the river using the short ladder and long stairway located at the left abutment of the dam.  While the family was fishing along the river, Middle Fork Interbay Dam spilled.  No emergency responders were contacted.  No injuries or deaths resulted, although fish tackle was lost.  
	PCWA immediately added additional signage about possible water discharges above the short ladder access down to the river and placed a siren on the dam to provide an estimated 15 to 20 seconds warning before the spillway radial gates open.

PCWA took measures to prevent public access down to the river at this location, by fencing off the stairways and removing the ladder in summer of 2000.




Table LAND 3-10.
Summary of Flow-related Emergency Incidents in the Vicinity of the Middle Fork Project (continued). 

	Date
	Location
	Incident Summary
	Action

	June 14, 2008
	Middle Fork American River near Mammoth Bar
	A woman was trapped on a rock in the middle of the river when water levels in the river began to rise due to increased flows caused by a unit start up at the Oxbow Powerhouse.  She did not realize that the water levels were rising before it was too late to safely leave the rock.  Based on the California State Departments of Water Resources California Data Exchange Center (CDEC) records, the maximum rise in water level was somewhat less than 1.5 feet per hour.  
A large sign warning people of strong currents, fluctuating water levels, and changing conditions was posted at the head of trail down to the river at the location where the incident occurred, which is the only access point.
An initial 911 call reported people in the water.  Cal Fire, California State Parks, the California Highway Patrol (CHP), Placer County Sheriff’s Department, and a swiftwater rescue team responded and worked together on the emergency.  
	In FERC’s July 31, 2008 letter to PCWA, FERC requested PCWA to work with the California Department of Parks and Recreation to arrange for the posting of warning signs at all parking areas along the highway in the general access areas.  FERC also requested that specific information be provided on the signs that clearly identify the hazardous conditions that can occur in the bouldery area resulting from project operations that can quadruple the river flow in a little over an hour and can raise the water stage more than 1 foot in an hour.  The proposed sign locations and text was provided to FERC by August 20, 2008.  FERC urged PCWA to install the signs and provide a progress report to FERC by September 15, 2008.
In PCWA’s October 31, 2008 letter to the Commission, PCWA provided a schedule for installation of five new public warning signs at the confluence areas of the Middle and North Forks of the American rivers.
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